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1977 49,783 1,837 12,506 ne 759 1,781 ne 2,282 ne na 3,214 11,754 15,650

1978 NA NA NA ne NA NA ne NA ne na NA NA NA

1979 53,614 2,241 13,459 ne 1,050 2,219 ne 2,170 ne na 3,493 12,571 16,411

1980 57,461 2,429 13,822 ne 1,403 2,483 ne 2,306 ne na 3,703 13,892 17,423

1981 59,304 2,473 14,025 ne 1,727 2,571 ne 2,540 ne na 4,003 14,563 17,402

1982 60,256 2,601 14,466 ne 2,311 2,787 ne 2,791 ne na 4,397 14,444 16,459

1983 62,277 2,593 14,688 ne 2,639 2,969 ne 2,918 ne na 4,837 15,200 16,433

1984 62,540 2,644 15,000 ne 2,743 2,857 ne 2,981 ne na 5,098 15,255 15,962

1985 63,492 2,464 15,107 ne 3,055 2,833 ne 3,202 ne na 5,429 15,103 16,299

1986 65,939 2,460 15,705 ne 3,317 2,912 ne 3,404 ne na 5,741 15,992 16,408

1987 67,737 2,439 16,032 ne 3,331 2,674 ne 3,562 ne na 6,030 16,834 16,835

1988 70,654 2,553 16,697 ne 3,338 2,743 ne 3,718 ne na 6,371 17,919 17,315

1989 73,629 2,585 17,505 ne 3,251 2,749 ne 3,935 ne na 6,664 18,881 18,059

1990 77,973 2,716 18,053 ne 3,471 2,926 ne 4,044 ne na 6,822 19,976 19,965

1991 82,372 2,935 19,098 ne 3,489 3,174 ne 4,221 ne na 7,274 21,301 20,880

1992 88,025 3,099 20,028 ne 3,556 3,391 ne 4,429 ne na 7,505 22,991 23,026

1993 91,923 3,283 21,423 ne 3,590 3,547 ne 4,434 ne na 7,725 23,593 24,328

1994 94,778 3,427 22,418 ne 3,549 3,787 ne 4,416 ne na 7,768 24,157 25,256

1995 95,899 3,560 22,932 ne 3,650 3,880 ne 4,197 ne na 7,657 24,319 25,704

1996 97,523 3,556 22,900 ne 4,093 3,854 ne 4,169 ne na 7,536 24,637 26,778

1997 97,993 3,628 22,838 ne 4,799 3,860 ne 3,973 ne na 7,428 24,718 26,749

1998 98,796 3,692 23,292 ne 5,452 4,070 ne 3,954 ne na 7,357 24,639 26,340

1999 101,315 3,885 23,849 ne 6,374 4,313 ne 4,134 ne na 7,570 24,585 26,605

2000 103,720 4,059 24,183 ne 7,460 4,439 ne 4,071 ne na 7,742 25,078 26,688

TABLE 17.  Female full-time graduate students in science fields in all institutions, by field: 1977–2008

2000 103,720 4,059 24,183 ne 7,460 4,439 ne 4,071 ne na 7,742 25,078 26,688

2001 107,965 4,204 25,431 ne 8,311 4,568 ne 4,382 ne na 8,086 25,184 27,799

2002 115,246 4,432 27,732 ne 8,836 4,922 ne 4,902 ne na 8,803 25,404 30,215

2003 120,467 4,643 29,666 ne 7,850 5,183 ne 5,139 ne na 9,427 26,360 32,199

2004 123,889 4,736 30,898 ne 7,200 5,356 ne 5,188 ne na 9,885 27,883 32,743

2005 126,606 4,699 32,099 ne 6,628 5,264 ne 5,180 ne na 10,340 29,053 33,343

2006 129,469 4,650 32,715 ne 6,807 5,394 ne 5,327 ne na 10,513 29,171 34,892

2007old
a 133,929 4,739 33,629 ne 7,359 5,423 ne 5,418 ne na 10,782 30,778 35,801

2007new
a 138,944 4,853 33,789 2,849 7,239 5,173 1,323 5,334 1,320 837 10,669 30,435 35,123

2008 143,480 5,003 34,024 3,275 7,592 5,193 1,611 5,509 1,775 1,041 10,876 31,594 35,987

na = not applicable; data were not collected at this level of detail. NA = not available; master's-granting institutions were not surveyed in 1978, and survey of doctorate-granting 
institutions did not collect data by sex. ne = not eligible; data were not collected for this field prior to 2007.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" 
presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. Science fields "communication" and "family and consumer 
science/human science" are newly eligible. Data for these two fields are only in 2007new. Science field "multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies" is also newly eligible; these data 
may have been reported under other fields before 2007. "Neuroscience" is reported as a separate field of science in 2007new; these data were reported under health field 
"neurology" in 2007old and previous years. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for more detail.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.


